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in London about twenty-five years
ago, when a huge concrete shop was
built in Oxford Street with eight acres
of concrete floors. The " Ritz," in
Piccadilly, was the first large London
hotel to be built on the modern prin-
ciple with a framework of steel girders.
The fine Science College at Kensington
is another example of concrete work.

Not that there is anything new in
concrete, for the Romans were using
this material 500 years before the
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THE BUILDING APPROACHES COMPLETION
We have seen how the Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, London,
'began, watched its main floor being laid and seen its walls
rising higher and higher. In this print the shell of the building
is nearing completion, to look out over the wide expanse of
Hyde Park. Contrast this with the rude hut in which primitive
man made his home in the Stone Age, and you realise the
progress in construction that Time has brought about.

birth of Christ. The great dome of
the Pantheon at Rome is made entirely
of concrete, and a floor in the House of
the Vestals consists of a slab of concrete
i foot thick and 20 feet across.

Even in England concrete was used
very long ago, for the foundations of
Salisbury Cathedral are of this material,
and so are the walls of Corfe Castle.

One great advantage of concrete is
that a building of concrete can be made
with a perfectly flat roof. In old days
the only covering for a
flat roof was lead, which
was heavy and ex-
tremely costly. Now
concrete with a covering
of asphalt is perfectly
weather-proof and has
made possible the for-
mation of roof gardens,
which are very popular
in New York. Even in
London, within a quar-
ter of a mile of the Bank
of England, grapes may
be seen growing and
fruiting on the concrete
roof of a large building.

Luxury Flats.
The greatest change
in modern building is
that from houses to
flats. In London, Paris
and Berlin, as in New
York, people are flock-
ing from the old-
fashioned houses with
their steep staircases,
cold, draughty rooms
and risks of frozen pipes,
into flats.
The chief objection to
the flat in the past has
been the risk of being
disturbed by noise made
by neighbours above
and below, but the
architects of the new
luxury flats have made
them soundproof.